
Towards a common LDAP API for the Java Platform

Abstract

When it comes to access LDAP from the Java platform, developers are facing a poor choice: either use JNDI which suffers from 
being too generic or use Netscape LDAP Java SDK which was designed many years ago and lacks the new features of the Java 
language. Both Apache Directory Server and OpenDS projects are developing LDAP based servers and tools in Java, and both 
have the same need: a client API that works both in their server and for the client tools, so they each are in the process of finishing 
their client API for Java.

Realizing that LDAP developers are not so numerous and a good single API is more than needed, the Apache Directory Server and 
OpenDS developers started to discuss on the path to define this single standard LDAP API for Java programmers. This talk will 
discuss a list of requirements and needs, dive in specific areas of the interfaces and discuss the standardization path.
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