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Nicolas MALIN & Julien NICOLAS

Standard, enhancement, and community
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II – Purpose
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II - Purpose 
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II – Purpose – Why this purpose
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Controller

Request

View

HTML5 FOP Txt csv xls

Screen JSP Birt Others
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III – How it works in OFBiz

● Screen is not screen

● FTL

● Model form, make your macro FTL

● Themes
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III – How it works in OFBiz – screen is not screen
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III – How it works in OFBiz – screen is not screen
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III – How it works in OFBiz – screen is good enough
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● Easy and fast to develop

● Easy to maintain

● Help to build flexible screen
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III – Main OFBiz rendering : Forms
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III – Freemarker - 1
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III – Freemarker - 2
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III – Freemarker - 3
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III – Freemarker - 4
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III – Finaly Freemarker
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Advantages

● Make it like HTML page

● Do want you have in mind (no limit)

Failures

● Difficult to maintain

● Not easy to have re-using code
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III – Model Form 1
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III – Model Form 2
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III – Model Form 3
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● Display element HTML rendering

● Display element CSV rendering
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III – Finaly model Form
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Advantages

● Flexibility and easy implementation

● Consistency elements (linked all together)

● Macro FTL us

Failures

● Not as flexible as your mind

● Complex Macro FTL may caused complex issue
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III – Theme

24/43



Screen Rendering in Apache OFBiz : 
Different Ways to Make it Future-Proof

III – Finaly theme
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Advantages

● Can add a new skin to Apache OFBiz

● Add new technologies without overload the framework

Failures

● It miss possibility to overloading some part
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IV – Feedback - Freemarker
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IV – Feedback – Theme importance 1
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IV – Feedback – Theme importance 2

● It could be managed as a component

● It federate all libraries used for the UI

● DevOps settings easier
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V – A tiny reorganization for 
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V – Tiny reorganization for best practices

● A common theme to move UI libraries from 
framework

● To have specific template for generics screens
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VI – Graphics charter
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Or how to force developers to follow the Graphics charter
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VI – Graphics charter – Why we need it ? (1/2)
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VII – How to do it ? - Flexibility

More flexibility to be inflexible

● Have standard screen templates

● Use it in all applications components
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VII – How to do it ? - Be inflexible !

Be inflexible for more flexibility

● Each main screen must be linked to a screen 
template
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VII – How to do it ? - New structures

● Find

● File

● Entity details

● Assoc

● Etc.

● Actor

● Order
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VII – How to do it ? - Make it simple

Make it simple :

● For developers

● To have framework consistency

● Easy to maintain

● For the community

● For the user
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VIII - Conclusion
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VIII – Conclusion

Make a UI as smarter as the engine !
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That’s all folks!
Thanks!



Questions ?
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