StrutsBeginnerValidatorFramework
STRUTS VALIDATION FRAMEWORK

Di scl ai mer

I amjust another struts begi nner who would like to contribute something back to the community.
Any comments on the article are wel cone. Please do the necessary amendnent if | do any mistakes here :D

Hope this article can benefit the entire community.

Si ncerely,
I rfandhy Franciscus

There is more info on Validator over at the jakarta-commons/validator wiki http://wiki.apache.org/jakarta-commons/ValidatorSetup

Some of the most common Ul input validation includes, checking for mandatory fields, email validation, credit card validation, etc. The Validator framework
is a great way of validating your Ul input.

The core of the Validator framework comes from jakarta-commons where, much like the other components, it is maintained as a separate, independent
project that does not require Struts. The Validator Plugin allows us to take advantage of that library in a Struts-familiar way.

There are 2 different ways to use the validator in Struts. Form-based validation and Action-based validation. The differences are explained in detail in the
users guide, but we'll give a quick summary here.

® Form-based validation is validation that gets applied to a particular form name. You can have different validations on the same form, if you specify
a different name.
® Action-based validation is validation that gets applied for a specific path (such as "/createCustomer.do”).
Here are some necessary step before we can begin using the struts validation framework with "form-based" validation (as described above).
1. Create an action form class that extends org.apache.struts.validator.ValidatorForm. 2. Create an action class. 3. Set up the resource bundle for

the application in struts config file. 4. Create a jsp page that serves as an input. 5. Setup struts-config.xml 6. Copy the validator-rules.xml and
validator.xml into WEB-INF. 7. Add the form to the form set in the validator.xml

Step 1. Create an action Form class

public class User NameFor m ext ends Val i dat or For m {
public String userNang;

public void setUserNane(String user Nanme)

{
t hi s. user Name = user Nane;
}
public String getUserNane ()
{
return this.userNane;
}

This form will contain one field called user name field, that is mandatory.

Step 2. Create a action class


http://wiki.apache.org/jakarta-commons/ValidatorSetup

public class UserNaneAction extends Action

{
public ActionForward vi ewTopi cLi st (
Acti onMappi ng nmappi ng,
ActionForm form
Ht t pSer vl et Request request,
Ht t pSer vl et Response response){
User NanmeFor m user NaneForm = (User NaneForm) form
return nappi ng. fi ndForward("success");
}
}

Step 3. Set up the resource bundle

<message-resources paranet er="Applicati onResources"/>

Specify a resource bundle key-value pair

user NanmeFor m user Nanme= User Nane

Step 4. Create a JSP as an input

We name this JSP as input.jsp

<l ogi c: nessagesPresent >
<% - Print out the error nessage if the user forgot to key in their user name --%
<htm : nessages id="error"/>
<% error %
</ htnl : nessages>
</l ogi c: messagesPresent >

<htm : form acti on="i nput Subm t" onsubm t="return validateUser NameForn{this);">
<htm :text property="userNane"/>

<htm : submt val ue="submt"/>

</htnm:form

Step 5. Map the jsp page with the action form and the action class inside struts-config.xml.



<l-- configure the form-->
<f orm beans>
<f or m bean
nanme="user NanmeFor ni'
t ype="User NaneFor ni'/ >
</ form beans>
<!-- configure the action mapping -->
<act i on- mappi ngs>
<action
pat h="/i nput Subm t"
type="User NaneActi on"
name="user NaneFor nf
scope="request"
val i date="true"
i nput="input.jsp"/>
</ acti on- mappi ngs>
<l-- confgure the plug in -->
<plug-in
cl assNane="or g. apache. struts. val i dat or. Val i dat or Pl ugl n" >
<set-property
property="pat hnames"
val ue="/WEB- | NF/ val i dator-rul es. xm ,/ WEB-| NF/ val i dati on. xm "/ >
</ plug-in>

Step 7. Add the form to the form set in the validator.xml

<formvalidati on>

<f or nset >
<f or m nane="user NaneFor ni' >

<field property="user Nane"
depends="required"/>

</forme

</fornset >

</formvalidation>

the depends attribute specify what validation rules that we should apply to the userName field on the input.jsp. Here we specify required, which mean
everytime the user forgot to key in something in the userName field, the validator framework will alert the user that they have not key in any value in the
field.
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